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Authority Issues Request for Qualifications to Build Third Phase  

of High-Speed Rail in the Central Valley 
 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. – Continuing the forward momentum in constructing the nation’s first high-speed rail system, the 

California High-Speed Rail Authority (Authority) today issued a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for design-build 

services for Construction Package 4 (CP 4), representing the next 30-mile phase of construction through the counties of 

Tulare and Kern and the cities of Wasco and Shafter.  

 

“The Authority continues to deliver on its voter-mandated mission to build high-speed rail in California that will connect 

the major regions of the state through the ever-growing population centers in the Central Valley,” said Jeff Morales, CEO 

of the Authority. “As we have already seen with the ongoing construction work in the Central Valley, high-speed rail is 

creating jobs, small business opportunities and benefitting the local economies.”    

 

Firms will have until January 30, 2015 to submit their statement of qualifications. The Authority will then review these 

applications and establish a shortlist of the most highly qualified firms to provide design-build services for the project. 

Firms will be selected based on experience, technical competency, ability to perform and other factors. The qualified 

firms will then be eligible to submit formal design-build proposals in 2015. 

 

Work on CP 4 will extend approximately 30-miles through the Central Valley beginning one mile north of the 

Tulare/Kern County to Galpin Street north of Bakersfield.  The estimated $700 to $900 million design-build contract will 

bring jobs to the Central Valley, an area with one of the highest unemployment rates in California and the nation.  The 

route will also provide environmental benefits, relieve roadway congestion and spur economic development. 

 

A design-build contract means the chosen contractor must develop innovative means and methods to design the project 

and then construct it. This approach can lead to faster construction as the contractor is accountable for timing of design 

and construction work. The selected design-build firm will be responsible for all work required to design and construct the 

CP 4 segment in the Central Valley. The work will include construction of at-grade and aerial sections of the alignment 

and the relocation of 4.6 miles of existing Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) tracks. This phase of construction 

received state and federal environmental clearances earlier this year. 

 

The Authority is committed to small businesses playing a role in delivering the high-speed rail program.  The design-build 

contract will include the Authority’s adopted 30 percent goal for small business participation in the work.  The Authority 

is hosting an Industry Forum on December 5, 2014, at Bakersfield College, Forum West/101, 1801 Panorama Drive, 

Bakersfield, CA 93305 from 9:00-12:00 p.m. This event allows interested firms to network and learn about the details and 

requirements of the contract, how to bid and the importance of small business participation. 

 

The RFQ is posted online available from the Authority's website at 

http://www.hsr.ca.gov/Programs/Construction/design_build_construction_contracts.html  All applicant questions 

regarding the RFQ must be submitted via www.bidsync.com     
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About California High-Speed Rail Authority  

The California High-Speed Rail Authority (Authority) is responsible for planning, designing, building and operation of the first 

high-speed rail system in the nation. California high-speed rail will connect the mega-regions of the state, contribute to economic 

development and a cleaner environment, create jobs and preserve agricultural and protected lands. By 2029, the system will run from 

San Francisco to the Los Angeles basin in under three hours at speeds capable of over 200 miles per hour. The system will eventually 

extend to Sacramento and San Diego, totaling 800 miles with up to 24 stations. In addition, the Authority is working with regional 

partners to implement a statewide rail modernization plan that will invest billions of dollars in local and regional rail lines to meet the 

state’s 21st century transportation needs. To learn more visit the Authority’s website at http://www.hsr.ca.govand join us on 

facebook.com/CaliforniaHighSpeedRail and follow us at twitter.com/cahsra 
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